2011 BSSC SOFTBALL CAPTAIN LETTER AND REGISTRATION FORM
PLEASE READ ALL OF THE FOLLOWING BEFORE SUBMITTING, YOU (AS CAPTAIN) ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL FEES INCURRED BY YOUR TEAM!
In order to reserve a spot, you must provide full payment at the time of signup.  Any registration without appropriate payment will not be accepted. We accept MasterCard or VISA only. If you are paying by check, your team space is not guaranteed until we have that check in hand. Please be sure to read this entire letter.
Because of the large number of team inquiries we must limit the amount of teams we accept initially.  We hope to increase that number once our permits are finalized in April.  The initial number of teams accepted is as follows:
· Weeknight Coed (Monday -Thursday; Friday games are scheduled at the beginning of the season and for makeup games (rain outs later in the season) – 70 teams
· Sunday Coed League  – 60 teams
· Sunday Men’s League – 15 teams
· Friday Men’s League – 16 teams
Please see the below table and description of important dates involved in registration 

	
	
	Weeknight

Co-Ed

A,B,C,D
	Sunday

Coed & Men’s
         B,C,D       A,B
	Friday

Men’s

A,B

	1.
	Deadline for $50 discount
	March 19th
	April 15th
	May 3rd

	2.
	Deadline to submit Initial Rosters
	April 8th
	May 10th
	May 31st

	3.
	Captains Meeting (7PM)
	Return Teams April 11th
New Teams April 12th 
	Wed May 11th
	Wed June 6th

	4.
	League Start date
	April 19th
	May 15th
	June 3rd

	5.
	Final Roster Deadline
	May 10th
	June 5th
	June 24th

	6.
	NM Fees Charged
	May 11th
	June 6th
	June 27th


1. Teams are entitled to a $50 discount if they submit their team information prior to the close of business on the day listed.  Submitting a team means sending in (via email, mail, or fax) the registration form AND the full team payment (the team fee listed).

2. Once a team is registered, an email containing a link to an online roster and its password (e.g. “team_1234567”) is sent to the Capt. of record.  They must fill out the following info for each player:

a. First Name

b. Last Name

c. Email address – (If a BSSC member the e-mail address under their membership)
d. Birthdate

e. Gender

f. Phone number

Failure to include all this info may result in the inability to match a player with the correct client profile in our Database which could cause the player to be incorrectly listed as a non member and therefore incurring the $25 non member fee.

3. Teams are required to attend the captains meeting for their appropriate leagues.  The dates are listed above.  At this meeting which takes place at 7pm on the date listed above at the BSSC Office (directions can be found on our website) teams will be reminded of league rules and conduct policies as well as receive their team t-shirts, game ball, scorebooks, and a copy of their roster.  

a. IMPORTANT – This copy of your roster is your confirmation of the non members on your roster, thus giving you the amount you will be charged for non members at the roster deadline. It is your responsibility to review it for any errors at this time and notify BSSC of the appropriate corrections

b. You are also required to get all of your players’ signatures and return a copy to BSSC.  Failure to do so could result in your team’s ineligibility for the playoffs.

4. League start date is the first day games COULD be scheduled for your team.  On rare occasions, teams could have a bye the first week.  

5. The roster deadline is the last day you can make changes to your roster. This is the last opportunity to remove any players who are no longer playing, or add players that weren’t on the original list.  Any players not added at this time will not be eligible to participate.  Any non members remaining on the list will be considered on your roster for the full season and you will be charged for them.
6. This is the first possible day that Non member fees will be charged.  This gives you over 3 weeks to collect the money from your players, or conversely over 3 weeks for you to convince your players to join BSSC.  Be forewarned that you will be charged for anyone on the list that is currently not a member, so if a player tells you they are joining and does not, you are responsible for their non member fee.  
Please see the below list of milestones involved in registration (The dates listed below are for the Weeknight Coed league but a similar system with different dates will apply to all other leagues – see specific dates on grid on pg 1). This section is to make you aware of how the process works. The Early signup discount is always 1 month prior to the start of the season.

Please note that reading this section will answer most frequently asked questions, please contact Andy@bssc.com or 617-789-4070 Ext – 246 with any additional questions.
1. March 1st – Registration form is emailed to all previously registered captains followed by a 2nd emailing to all new inquiries.

2. March 1-19th – Teams may register and receive a $50 early signup discount  The following information will be required at signup:
a. Contact information for captain: Name, address, Home, Work, Cell phone numbers, primary and secondary email addresses (if applicable).

b. Team information

i. Team Name

ii. Prior season’s division as well as division request for the current season.

1. BSSC makes all final decisions on a team’s appropriate division
iii. Team color choices, 1st and 2nd.  These are not guaranteed

iv. T-shirt quantity and size breakdown.  The standard allotment that follows is what you will receive if you do not specify sizes:

1. 2 Small, 4 Medium, 7 Large, and 7 Extra Large (men’s league is 2 medium, 7 large and  6 XL)
v. Preferred Location of games: We know you all prefer games closer to Boston. However a large majority of games will be outside the city.  For those games, you have the choices of the following locales:

1. North – Past locations have included Medford, Winchester, Woburn, and Andover

2. South – Past locations have included West Roxbury & Canton

3. West – Past locations have included Sudbury, Wayland, Newton, and Lexington

vi. Any special requests, this can include dates you wish to avoid or anything else you feel will make your season more enjoyable (as usual nothing is guaranteed)
c. Payment information including credit card info, billing zip code and any special instructions regarding your team. Your team will be charged the full amount at this time for the team fee and any extra money for t-shirts above the allotted 20. If your team is not one of the first 60 teams, your team will be waitlisted.  This means that your card will not be charged until a guaranteed space opens.

d. Confirmation info will be sent to you in 3 separate emails.
i. Team confirmation: This will include an attachment that has basic details and timetables for the league (captains meeting, T-shirt deadline, roster deadlines etc.)
ii. Team Roster Link: You have full control of your roster up to the roster deadline.  You will be sent a unique link and password to log into your team’s roster.  We will need the following information for every player so that we can electronically confirm their membership status. Spelling and accuracy are important otherwise the system will view them as a non member and you will be charged.  My advice is to send a request out to your teammates for this info sooner rather than waiting until the last minute
1. First and Last Name

2. Email address – (If a BSSC member the e-mail address under their membership)
3. Birth date

4. Phone number

5. Gender

6. Membership status (as far as you know, we will update this with the correct info)

Roster Control - You can make changes and upload new rosters to BSSC as your team make up changes.  Non member fees will be processed after the roster lock date (as specified in the grid and on the confirmation you will receive).  At that point you will be charged for anyone who is “still” not a BSSC member.  One of the benefits is that those people who join after the season starts but before the deadline will no longer slip through the cracks.
iii. A payment receipt:  We will be emailing you a receipt for any and all payments made.  
1. If your team is waitlisted – you will note that the “Total Paid” says zero because you have not been charged.
3. March 21st (3 weeks prior to captains meeting for other leagues) – T-shirt order will be placed – If I don’t have a count on sizes, you’ll get the standard allotment. You will also no longer be able to request colors or shirt sizes if you register your team after this date.
4. April 8th (Friday before captains meeting for other leagues) – Rosters due – All teams must have submitted their roster to BSSC via the web-link they received
5. April 11th (returning teams) and 12th (new teams) – Captains Meeting.  All teams must be represented at this meeting.  Teams who miss the meeting will get the lowest priority for scheduling and special requests.  At this meeting you will receive:
a. Your team’s T-shirts

b. game balls (which you keep)
c. 2 Bases if needed (please look for last year’s bases)!

d. Score/lineups sheet booklet
e. A copy of your roster and the current membership status of your players.
f. A copy of the league rules with any changes highlighted

g. Possibly your first game times (this is not always the case)

6. April 19th thru April 22nd – First game of the season.  I suggest bringing your completed roster to the first few games and get all players signatures as this is also a liability waiver.  This form must be emailed, faxed or sent back to BSSC with all the signatures prior to the roster deadline.

7. May 10th (3 weeks after start date for other leagues) – Roster Deadline.  At this point your roster will be frozen and all non member fees will be charged. You will be emailed a receipt for this transaction.

TEAM FEES AND ALL NON-MEMBER FEES ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CAPTAIN
Paying the nonmember fees:

1) Non-member fees:  Once we receive your roster electronically they are checked for BSSC members/non-members. Captains will be notified of the membership status of their players either at the captains meeting or the first game.  If a credit card was used for the team fee, you are authorizing BSSC to automatically use it for all non-member fees (unless the captain tells us otherwise). If you are paying by check, we must have the check in hand prior to the roster deadline or your card will be charged for all balances. If no roster is given, the maximum non-member fee will be charged (25) and the team will be eliminated from the league!
2) Membership status – To avoid the $25 non-member fee, a player must be a member for the duration of the session.  Rosters are checked both before the session starts and at the deadline.
a. Memberships that expire during the session:  If they do not renew before the roster deadline (By renewing for $50, it will extend their membership for one full year from the present expiration date), the captain will be charged the $25 non-member fee.

b. Non-members wishing to join BSSC: To avoid the $25 non-member fee, a player must join BSSC ($65 for a full year) during the first 3 weeks of the session.  Once the $25 fee is paid, it will not be refunded to the captain, the player must pay the $25 to the captain directly and they can no longer apply the $25 toward a membership.
c. Roster changes are allowed up to the 3rd week of the session. 

Other Important information…

1) Umpires – All leagues have 1 paid umpire per game.  Each team will pay the umpire $18 paid in cash prior to the start of the game.  These costs are the responsibility of the captain and are not included in the fees listed below.  This includes all season games AND all Playoff games (1-4 playoff games possible)
2) Individual payments – We will not accept individual payments for a team fee unless collected by the captain and sent all together.  Individuals calling to pay their portion of the team fee or nonmember fee will not be taken. Entire team fee (including non-member fees) is the responsibility of the captain.  
3) Refund Policy 
a. Greater than 1 month prior to start of league a refund of amount paid will be given, less $50 service charge.
b. Within 1 month of start of league... NO REFUND will be given unless league is full and a suitable replacement can be made.  If replaced, a refund will be given, less a minimum $50 service charge.
c. Within 14 days of start of league…NO REFUND.
PLEASE NOTE THE BELOW FORFEIT POLICY HAS BEEN IN PLACE SINCE 2008
The sole purpose for this policy is based on courtesy to your fellow captains, in order to save everyone time and allow us at BSSC to notify all parties involved in case of a forfeit. Please note that the $50 fee is given to the team that has been forfeited against and is an attempt to provide compensation for a lost game without proper notification!
4) Forfeit Policy – We realize forfeits happen on occasion but our aim is to avoid complete no shows by one team which wastes the other teams’ time and efforts.  The fine for violating the policy is the amount required for the officials in that game ($36) PLUS a penalty of $50 to compensate your opponent for showing up for nothing ($86 total). This will be charged to your credit card the next business day NO EXCEPTIONS!!!. In order to avoid paying this fee, teams must notify BSSC in advance if they are going to forfeit.  The deadlines for this notification are as follows:
a. Weekend leagues - Teams must notify BSSC by 2pm on the Friday prior to the weekend game.  This notification must be to a LIVE PERSON at BSSC, email or voicemail messages do not qualify.  You may use email or voicemail, but if you do not get a confirmation acknowledging receipt of your forfeit message, it is YOUR responsibility to notify BSSC
b. Weeknight/Evening leagues – You must notify BSSC by 2pm the day of your game. Again, the notification must be to a LIVE PERSON at BSSC.
You will pay the full Forfeit Fee for not showing up at the field for your game (complete no-show) and your team may ALSO be removed from the league and/or from playoffs
The following example would ONLY require your team to pay the ref fees (for both teams) for a game $36, but not the $50 penalty
i. Showing up at the field with less than the required number of players from your roster (7) to field a team.  In this case, you are at least trying to get a team together to play.
For players without a full team, we do accept individual registration for all leagues as well.  Individual registration forms can be found on our website, www.bssc.com.  You may also call to sign up over the telephone. Individual players can make teammate requests, to allow them to play on the same team as other individual participants.
Thank you for your interest in BSSC Softball.  Should you have any further questions, or need more information, I can be reached via the information listed below.

Sincerely,
Andy Grandoni
Softball Program Manager
Boston Ski & Sports Club

(617) 789-4070 x246
andy@bssc.com 
2011 BSSC Outdoor Softball Offerings

In 2011 BSSC is offering 4 different Spring/Summer Softball leagues.  ALL batters in ALL Leagues will start with 1 ball & 1 strike count.  Games are umpired and follow current USSSA Rules. Umpires are paid by teams at the field before ALL games ($18 per team) this includes playoff games also. All games are 1 hour and 15 minutes on lighted fields or fields with back to back games, or 7 innings (whichever comes first). All unlighted fields with just a single game are 1 hour and 30 minutes, or 7 innings. Extra innings can be played if time allows.  If a game is called due to rain/darkness, 4 complete innings is considered a completed game. Teams will receive game balls, score sheets, bases (if needed), and 20 t-shirts (only 15 for men’s league) at the captains meeting. Leagues will be separated into divisions when possible. Games played in the Greater Boston Area.

· Weeknight Coed League (In 2010, 114 Teams Participated in this League!)
· Coed –  everyone can bat/10 players in the field

· Minimum of 3 women in the field and at least 4 in the batting order
· 10 Season games Starting April 19th   (No games 5/27-5/30 & 7/1-7/4)
· Monday–Friday games (1 to 2 Friday scheduled games, rainouts rescheduled to Fridays)
· 4 total divisions– A- Adv/intermediate, B– Intermediate, C Lower intermediate, and D – beginner/noncompetitive (In 2010 there were 6A, 28B, 50C, & 30D Teams)
· Game times starting between 6:15PM and 9:30PM
· Team fee $900 plus $25/non-member 

· Early Signup discount of $50 if registration/team payment received by March 19th.

· $18 per game to the umpire (season games plus between 1-4 playoff games)
· Sunday Co-Ed League (In 2010, 66 Teams Participated in this league!)
· Coed –  everyone can bat/10 players in the field 
· Minimum of 3 women in the field and at least 4 in the batting order

· 8 Season games Starting May 15th (No games 5/29 & 7/3)
· 3 divisions Adv/intermediate (B), Intermediate (C), and Beginner (D)/noncompetitive (In 2010 there were 14B, 31C, & 21D teams)
· Game times starting between 9AM and dusk

· Team fee $700 plus $25/non-member 

· Early Signup discount of $50 if registration/team payment received by April 15th.

· $18 per game to the umpire (season games plus between 1-4 playoff games)
· Sunday Men’s League (In 2010, 11 Teams Participated in this brand new league!)
· No Gender restrictions. 10 field players/everyone can bat
· 8 Season games Starting May 15th (No games 5/29 & 7/3)
· 1-2 divisions – A and B (if possible with number of teams)
· Game times starting between 9AM and dusk

· Team fee $700 plus $25/non-member 

· Early Signup discount of $50 if registration/team payment received by April 15th.

· $18 per game to the umpire (season games plus between 1-4 playoff games)
· Friday Men’s League (In 2010 17 teams participated in this league!)
· No Gender restrictions. 10 field players/everyone can bat
· 8 Season games starting June 3th  (No games 7/1)
· 1-2 divisions – A and B (if possible with number of teams)
· Games times starting between 6:15PM and 9:30 PM
· Team fee $750 plus $25/non-member

· Early Signup discount of $50 if registration/team payment received by May 3rd.

· $18 per game to the umpire (season games plus between 1-3 playoff games)

Fields may include: 
Weeknight league – Andover, Boston, Brighton, Brookline, Cambridge, Canton, Charlestown, Hyde Park, Lexington, Medford, Newton, Wakefield, Watertown, Wayland,  West Roxbury, Winchester, Woburn and more.
Sunday coed league – Brighton, Cambridge, Hyde Park, Newton, Medford, Somerville, Wakefield, Waltham, Winchester, Wayland, and others.
Sunday Men’s league - may use fields in Brighton, Cambridge, Medford, Somerville, Waltham, Winchester

Friday Men’s league - may use fields in Brighton, Hyde Park, Newton, Medford, Somerville, Winchester
A note on choosing divisions for Weeknight League: It is common for 10 – 20% of teams to be moved up and 5% to move down. We do reserve the right to place any team where we feel they will fit best based on our knowledge of the current competition level in each division and team history.
Most of you are just fine where you were last year. If you forget what division you played in and what your record was, I still have the results posted form last summer on the website (www.bssc.com).  If your record was 7-3 or better I would strongly suggest moving up a division even if you did not have a strong showing in last summer’s playoffs. Our goal is to promote fun in the interest of friendly competition and it is no fun for ANYONE when a team is in a division too low for the level of competition/skill. If there is a reason why your team should not be moved up please let us know.
For new teams and as a reminder for all – 
The A level are the “advanced” teams and above average intermediate teams. It is not ex MLB players in this level, but these players have been playing for most their lives, make every game, know the rules, etc.  You probably have a few ex college players, a pitcher with an accurate arm, players that can make a double play, hit the cutoff man at second and know when the infield fly rule is in effect. These teams probably see the league as a sport rather than a game and enjoy a hard game even if they lose. 
The B level is probably the TRUE Intermediate teams. Most of the rosters are good/average players but the team isn’t as good when the best player is absent.  Some may have played in high school, or are just decent athletes but you may also have some rusty players or those that want to play with some friends but aren’t to concerned with the outcome and may miss a few games. 
The C Level is for lower intermediate teams.  They that tend to have 1/2 of the rostered players that just want to have fun and the other 1/2 that really want to win the whole thing.  You may be a team that has a roster of 20 but you average only 12 at each game due to work or familial obligations.  You enjoy the game and its fun to win but many on the team are looking forward to having a drink with friends afterwards. 
The D level is a recreational level at its MOST basic i.e beginner level.  No one should really care what their record is at the end of the season in fact most your players may not even check the website for standings or even report a win. No one should ever be in a situation to yell at an umpire or opposing player. You probably win only half of these games and if you played D before and won 6 or more games (out of 10) your team is probably too low for your skill level.  
Hope this works as a guideline!
See Next page for Registration Form!

2011 Boston Ski & Sports Club Softball Registration form 

· Weeknight  Co-ed Softball – Starts April 19th (Levels: A, B, C, D) – 10 games
$900 plus $25 per non-member – 20 t-shirts, game balls, bases, scorebook included in fee (each extra shirt is $5)

· Sunday Co-ed Softball – Starts May 15th  (Levels: B, C, D) – 8 games
$700 plus $25 per non-member – 20 t-shirts, game balls, bases, scorebook included in fee (each extra shirt is $5)
· Sunday Men’s Softball – Starts May 15th  (Levels: A, B (If possible)) – 8 games
$700 plus $25 per non-member – 15 t-shirts, game balls, bases, scorebook included in fee (each extra shirt is $5)

· Friday Men’s Softball – Starts June 3th (Levels: A, B (If possible)) – 8 games
$750 plus $25 per non-member – 15 t-shirts, game balls, bases, scorebook included in fee (each extra shirt is $5)
Complete info below and return with payment (base team fee) to reserve space:

	League Entered:
	

	(N)ew or (R)eturning Team:
	
	Last Div
	
	Div Requested
	

	Team Captain:
	
	Date of Birth
	
	Capt. Last season
	

	Team Name:
	

	Address
	
	City
	
	ST 
	
	Zip
	

	We suggest 2 or more emails so you don’t miss any pertinent team info
	Captain email address
Co-captain or secondary contact email


	Home Phone
	
	Cell Phone
	
	Work Phone
	

	Tm Color
	1st 
	
	2nd 
	
	S
	
	M
	
	L
	
	XL
	
	XXL
	


COLOR CHOICES – Including but not limited to the following (choices are not guaranteed)

	White
	Ash 

Grey
	Heather

Grey
	Charcoal
	Sand
	Light Blue
	Ocean

Blue
	Indigo

Blue
	Royal 
Blue
	Stone

Blue
	Navy

Blue
	Black

	Pale

Pink
	Dark

Pink
	Purple
	Red
	Maroon
	Orange
	Texas

Orange
	Gold
	Yellow
	Lime Green
	Kelly

Green
	Forest

Green


Please include payment information below.  Your team is not registered until the team fee is paid in full.  Upon receipt, credit cards will be charged and/or checks cashed. This card will be used for all fees associated with your team. If paying by check, you must still include a credit card number.
	Visa/MC #  (NO Amex/Discover)
	
	Exp date:
	

	Please include billing information here if it is different than the info listed above
	Cardholder Name
	

	
	Street Address
	

	
	City, State, Zip
	

	
	Email Address
	


Please answer the following questions.  They are intended to help us better accommodate your scheduling requests.  Please remember that while our goal is to schedule your games as close to your needs as possible, we will most likely not be able to meet all of them.  
	Other then in the city of Boston where would you Most prefer to play your games North, South or West of Boston? (For a complete listing of fields, go to www.bssc.com)
	

	Where Would you Least prefer to play your games North, South or West of Boston? 
*it is probable you may get some games in your least preferred but we will try and minimize them 
	

	RETURNING TEAMS, Why have you requested your particular division? 
(If NEW TEAM why are you choosing this division? Have you or your teammates ever played with BSSC previously?) If you have played with BSSC previously please give us some background on your NEW TEAM.
	

	Newton Residents: If your team would like to play games in the City of Newton you must have a Newton Resident(s) on your team, please disclose their names and addresses (This will guarantee your team more games on Newton Fields) 
	


Weeknight League Question (N/A for Sundays and men’s league)
	Teams will get 1 regular scheduled Friday game (additional make up games from any rainouts will be scheduled to Fridays also.)  Would you prefer playing more Fridays then your 1 regular scheduled game?  Most of the Friday games will occur in the first 3-4 weeks of the season – with later Fridays used for make-ups.  FYI, 80% of the Friday games are in the towns of Brighton, Cambridge, Medford, Somerville & Winchester and many are after 7pm.  If you’d like more than 1 regular scheduled Friday game, what is the max you would like?


Any Special Requests? Including dates to avoid. Please list in order of preference (no guarantees)
	


If you can secure a field, BSSC will reimburse you for the cost of rental for every game that can be played there.  You will also be given first priority to play on this field, so it would be your home field.
	Do you have the ability to secure a field permit?  
	


If Yes, please contact me and let me know (we may already have that field or it may not be feasible for the rest of the league to play there).

PLEASE EMAIL, FAX or SNAIL MAIL TEAM FEE AND REGISTRATION FORM TO:

Andy Grandoni – softball program manager
Boston Ski & Sports Club

70 Birmingham Pkwy

Brighton, MA 02135

Andy@bssc.com
Phone #:  (617) 789-4070 x 246   Fax: (617) 254-1990 attention: Andy
REGISTRATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PAYMENT AND COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM.  NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE!

PLEASE REMEMBER TO INDICATE LEAGUE AND PREFERRED LEVEL.







